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What does Europe’s future look like? 

Last night I finished reading Douglas Murray’s fascinating, brilliant, beautifully 
argued and deeply disturbing book, The Strange Death of Europe. Murray writes of 
Europe’s “suicide,” a decision made not by voters choosing this in democratic 
elections but very largely by elites acting without broad consent. 

Murray, a British intellectual and journalist whose writing is always worth attention, 
explains that two factors have combined to produce the danger that European culture 
and civilization as it has been known for centuries will not survive. The first is “the 
mass movement of peoples into Europe” at a time when Europe is quite literally not 
reproducing itself—not having enough children to keep population levels steady, 
much less to grow. The second is what he calls “the fact that...at the same time 
Europe lost faith in its beliefs, traditions, and legitimacy.” He continues: Europeans 

sometimes fall into terrible doubts about our own creation. More than any 
other continent or culture in the world today, Europe is now deeply weighed 
down with guilt for its past... .there is also the problem in Europe of an 
existential tiredness and a feeling that perhaps for Europe the story has run 
out and a new story must be allowed to begin. Mass immigration...is one way 
in which this new story has been imagined.... 
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This very brief description does not do justice to the detail, nuance, and honesty of 
Murray’s thinking about Europe’s situation. I suppose he will be called names for his 
writing, but there is not an ounce of prejudice here; just candor. 

Some of what Murray writes is reporting from his visits and conversations all over the 
continent, and some is analysis or speculation. Much is an effort to state the facts as 
clearly as possible, an effort European governments too often evade. 

A look at birth rates in Europe shows that something is going wrong: a society that 
does not reproduce itself begs us to ask why. George Weigel called this “demographic 
suicide” and Niall Ferguson called it “the greatest sustained reduction in European 
population since the Black Death in the fourteenth century.” 

It has recently been pointed out that Europe is now also led by people without 
children, including May, Merkel, and Macron, and the Italian, Dutch, and Swedish 
prime ministers, and more. These are very different people and the causes of 
childlessness will also be different, and as Weigel notes in some cases this will be 
experienced with sorrow. But this is surely the first time that Europe, and Europe’s 
elites, have so clearly turned away from producing the next generation. 

And at the same time, the mass immigration brings a new population, a development 
that in any place and at any time would present real challenges. How is Europe 
meeting them; is it even acknowledging them; what might be done; is it too late? 
These are among the questions Murray asks, and in lucid prose he tries to find the 
answers. 

Worth reading, for sure. 
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Trump Si, Castro No 

Blog Post by Elliott Abrams 

June 17, 2017 


Congratulations to President Trump for a serious (though not total) reversal of the 
terrible Obama policy toward Cuba. 

Why? Because the Obama policy was values-free, granting all sorts of advantages to 
the Castro regime in exchange for nothing. That was no bargained-for exchange, 
winning more freedom for the Cuban people. Instead it was a prime example of 
Obama’s ideological politics, abandoning decades of American policy that he thought 
right-wing or old-fashioned and wrong and in the process strengthening the vicious 
Castro regime and paying little attention to the people of the island. 

In the years since Obama acted, human rights in Cuba have gotten worse. If Obama’s 
approach was an experiment, it has failed. Human Rights Watch’s World Report 2016 
said this of Cuba: 

The Cuban government continues to repress dissent and discourage public 
criticism. It now relies less on long-term prison sentences to punish its 
critics, but short-term arbitrary arrests of human rights defenders, 
independent journalists, and others have increased dramatically in recent 
years. Other repressive tactics employed by the government include beatings, 
public acts of shaming, and the termination of employment. 
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The Miami Herald’s lead analyst on Latin America, Andres Oppenheimer, wrote this 
in July 2016: 

One year after Cuba reopened its embassy in Washington on July 20, 2015, 
Cuba’s human rights situation is much worse. It’s time for Latin America and 
the U.S. to stop clapping, and demand that Cuba’s dictatorship start allowing 
fundamental freedoms. 

On the first anniversary since Cuba reopened its embassy in Washington, 
D.C., one thing is clear: The reestablishment of U.S .-Cuban diplomatic ties 
— which I have cautiously supported in this column — has not helped 
improve by one iota Cuba’s human rights situation. On the contrary, human 
rights abuses have worsened. 


That’s a fair epitaph for the Obama policy: it made human rights in Cuba worse. And 
that is why it was politically sensible and morally right to end it. 

Trump is maintaining diplomatic relations and allowing flights and cruise ships to 
Cuba, but trying to end the phony individual beach gambols that masquerade as 
something more serious. And he is ending the bonanza for the Cuban military, which 
owns most of Cuba’s tourist industry. The overall effect of Trump’s moves is logically 
to push Americans toward group visits that have a serious purpose beyond tourism, 
and toward individual Cuban economic efforts like Air BnB accommodations, rooms 
in private homes, and small private restaurants —all of which help the Cuban people. 
And if the regime is caught between the people’s desire for economic progress and the 
end of Obama’s foolish policy, perhaps this will push Castro to allowing even more 
private economic activity. 

Hats off to Sen. Marco Rubio, a key architect of the new policy whose pressure on the 
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Trump administration has now put human rights in Cuba right back at the heart of 
U.S. policy. And to the President, who made the right decision just a few months into 
his administration. 
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